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trial of a wide range of felony cases. 
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occurred in Arcadia, Florida.  As a result of our investigation Mr. Richardson, who had served more than 
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   Founding Partner 
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STATE OF FLORIDA VS. DEREK NEWTON THOMAS  

1986

Officer Ephriam Brown

Opa-locka Police Department

Officer Brown was shot and killed on June 3, 1986, after arresting a 

man he observed smoking marijuana in a car parked in a convenience 

store parking lot. As the man was being walked to Officer Brown's 

patrol car he surprised the officer. He was able to gain control of 

Officer Brown's service revolver and shot him several times.

In June 1987, the 22-year-old suspect entered a plea of guilty to first 

degree murder in the middle of his trial to avoid receiving the death 

penalty. He was sentenced to life in prison.
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STATE OF FLORIDA VS. WILLIAM LOZANO
1989
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HIGH PROFILE CASES AND
MEDIA INQUIRIES   1989
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IT CAN ALL BE YOURS!

• YOU HAVE ACCEPTED THE CALL TO FILL THE ROLE OF A PUBLIC 

SERVANT.  SWEARING IN CEREMONY TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE 

BAR.

THE CHARGE OF ALL OTHER LAWYERS

To “zealously represent your client within the bounds of the law” 

- Even if your client was a child rapist, a domestic terrorist who 

stormed the capitol, a serial killer, an embezzler, even the police 

officer who killed George Floyd.

• “Zealously Represent . . .”

• But we are different. Why?

OUR CHARGE AS PROSECUTORS

As prosecutors, we get to do JUSTICE every day!
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WHAT IS JUSTICE?  

• Sometimes it is like pornography . . .  “You know it when you see 

it.”  In our pursuit of justice, we get to determine:

• What is the right and just charge?  

• What is the right and just disposition of the charge(s)? 

• What is the right and just sentence?

• Sometimes we don’t even know and we have “staffings” to try to 

get a consensus.

• Sometimes Karma beats out justice

• Ma’am do you see the man in the courtroom who snatched your purse?
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CODE OF PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

We are so unique as lawyers that there 

is a Designated Section of the Code 

of Professional Responsibility that 

deals solely and directly with our 

duties and responsibilities as 

prosecutors.
8



4 RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT
4-3 ADVOCATE
RULE 4-3.8 SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF A 
PROSECUTOR
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The prosecutor in a criminal case shall: 

•(a) refrain from prosecuting a charge that the prosecutor knows is not 

supported by probable cause;

• (b) not seek to obtain from an unrepresented accused a waiver of important pre-trial 

rights such as a right to a preliminary hearing; 

•(c) make timely disclosure to the defense of all evidence or information 

known to the prosecutor that tends to negate the guilt of the accused or 

mitigates the offense, and, in connection with sentencing, disclose to the defense 

and to the tribunal all unprivileged mitigating information known to the prosecutor, 

except when the prosecutor is relieved of this responsibility by a protective order of 

the tribunal.



COMMENT TO RULE 4
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A prosecutor has the responsibility of a 

minister of justice and not simply that of an 

advocate. This responsibility carries with it specific obligations such as making 

a reasonable effort to assure that the accused has been advised of the right to, and 

the procedure for obtaining counsel and has been given a reasonable opportunity to 

obtain counsel so that guilt is decided upon the basis of sufficient evidence. Precisely 

how far the prosecutor is required to go in this direction is a matter of debate. 

Florida has adopted the American Bar Association Standards of Criminal Justice 

Relating to Prosecution Function. This is the product of prolonged and careful 

deliberation by lawyers experienced in criminal prosecution and defense and should 

be consulted for further guidance. See also rule 4-3.3(d) governing ex parte 

proceedings, among which grand jury proceedings are included. Applicable law may 

require other measures by the prosecutor and knowing disregard of these obligations 

or systematic abuse of prosecutorial discretion could constitute a violation of rule 4-

8.4.



CODE OF PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The main purpose of this lecture is to get you to 

understand that we are not just lawyers; we are 

prosecutors! That title carries with it a weighty 

responsibility. To whom much is given, much is required!

With that introduction, I will briefly discuss with you :

The power of this office;

The power of your position;

Injustices that have occurred around the country when prosecutors failed to 

uphold their duties as ministers of justice. 
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The Power of This Office
We prosecute:
• Police officers & Politicians

• Commissioners & Celebrities

• Mayors & Ministers

• Rappers & Rapists

We are an equal opportunity prosecution office.  We don’t 
discriminate for or against Defendants in our charging decision!

If the target of an investigation is too close to this office or to the 
State Attorney, to avoid the appearance of any impropriety, we seek 
an Executive Assignment.

Progressive Prosecutors’ Office?  We were prosecuting cases against 
police officers and politicians before you were born!



The Miami River Cops 
JULY 1985
The most corrupt case in the history of the Miami Police Department.  A 
documentary was created about a band of corrupt City Of Miami cops 
who were involved in a botched drug rip-off that resulted in the drowning 
of 3 cocaine smugglers in The Miami River.  
Within a month after the bodies were found floating in the river, ten 
Miami police officers were being investigated. By the end of the year, five 
cops had been arrested.  By the time it was all over, more than 100 cops 
has been arrested, fired, suspended or reprimanded for corruption, 
coercion and cocaine rip-offs unveiled during the Miami River Cops 
investigation, including 20 who were convicted and sent to prison.

The Power of This Office



Miami Police Officer Charged In Overtown Cyclists` Deaths
January 24, 1989 |By LUISA YANEZ, Miami Bureau
MIAMI -- The police officer whose fatal shooting of an unarmed black motorcyclist last week 
sparked three nights of racial violence was arrested on Monday and charged with 
manslaughter.
Officer William Lozano, 29, turned himself in at the Dade County Jail shortly after 5 p.m., where 
he was booked on two counts of manslaughter with a firearm. He posted $10,000 bail and was 
released about 30 minutes later.
Lozano, who also was suspended without pay from his job, was charged by the Dade State 
Attorney`s Office a week after the deaths of motorcyclists Clement Anthony Lloyd, 23, and 
Allan Blanchard, 24, in Overtown.
On Jan. 16, Lozano, a Colombian immigrant, shot and killed Lloyd while the motorcyclist was 
being chased by another officer. Lloyd was shot in the forehead and died instantly.
Blanchard, Lloyd`s passenger, died the next day of injuries suffered when the motorcycle 
crashed.
The fatal shooting, which occurred on the holiday marking the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., ignited rock-throwing, looting and fires in Overtown and nearby Liberty City, causing 
an estimated $1 million in damage and one other death.
Dade State Attorney Janet Reno said on Monday that her office conducted an intensive 
investigation with the Miami Police Department and decided to charge Lozano with 
manslaughter. She said murder charges were unwarranted.
``Based on the evidence developed and applicable Florida law, manslaughter is the appropriate 
charge,`` Reno said.





The Power of Your Position

• Do you fully appreciate what we do and the awesome 
amount of power we have?   Regardless of the years of 
experience of the judge, police officer, detective or defense 
attorney . . .

• YOU ARE THE MOST POWERFUL PERSON IN THE COURTROOM!

• As the Most Powerful Person There, You Will Decide:

• Whether to No Action the Case

• Whether to File or Pursue Charges on a Case

• Whether to Nolle Prosse a Filed Case

• Whether to Take a Case to Trial

• The Appropriate Disposition or Plea to Make on a Case
16



The Power of Your Position

AS A PROSECUTOR,

YOU HAVE THE 
POWER TO DESTROY 
PEOPLE’S LIVES!
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RICHARD PAEY 
(Pasco County, FL) 

In 1985, Richard Paey was in a car accident
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania that left him a
paraplegic and in constant pain. The
aftereffects of the accident and a botched
corrective surgery, as well as the onset of
multiple sclerosis, required treatment with
large amounts of prescription painkillers.

Paey refused a plea bargain, and it took
three trials for the state to get a conviction.

In April 2004, a jury convicted Paey of drug
trafficking, prescription forgery, and
unlawful possession of a controlled
substance. Though there was no evidence
that Paey sold the drugs, Florida law
permitted an inference of trafficking based
on the amount of medication he possessed.

Paey was sentenced to the mandatory
minimum of 25 years in prison. 18



Herald 
Editorial: 
TOUGH 
LAWS CAN 
GO 
SERIOUSLY 
AWRY

Posted on Mon, Sep. 24, 2007 

On the surface, Richard Paey's heartbreaking story is about 
a man who broke the law to relieve excruciating back pain 
he suffered after a car wreck. His story took a positive turn 
last week when Gov. Charlie Crist and the Florida Cabinet 
granted Mr. Paey a full pardon and freed him from prison. 
That's the best thing that has happened to Mr. Paey since 
the 1985 crash shattered his life and legal career. Thanks to 
Gov. Crist and the Cabinet for, finally, ending this 
miscarriage of justice. 

Beneath the surface, Mr. Paey's story is really about what 
happens when bad law and overzealous prosecutors 
combine to produce a disastrous outcome. Here's what can 
be learned from Mr. Paey's odyssey of pain: 

Mandatory minimum sentences don't always work. State 
lawmakers should use this case as Exhibit A in a campaign 
to change Florida's mandatory-minimum sentencing law. 
The law eliminates judicial discretion and ties judges' 
hands, sometimes forcing them to ignore extenuating 
circumstances. 

In this case, a judge with punishment options could have 
sentenced Mr. Paey to community service for filing false 
prescriptions instead of the mandatory 25-year sentence he 
got for drug trafficking. There was no evidence at trial that 
Mr. Paey did anything but consume the pills he bought; no 
evidence at all that he sold or trafficked in drugs. 
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Herald 
Editorial: 
TOUGH 
LAWS CAN 
GO 
SERIOUSLY 
AWRY

Police and prosecutors must understand that their job is 
not only to prosecute, but also to seek justice. This case 
became a contest of wills. Mr. Paey insisted that he needed 
the prescription pills for pain. Police and prosecuting 
attorneys insisted that no one could consume the amount 
of pills that evidence showed Mr. Paey possessed. 
Therefore, he must be selling them. To reach this 
conclusion, though, prosecutors had to ignore the fact that 
months of surveillance produced no evidence of drug 
selling. 

Here's what appellate court Judge James Seals had to say 
after reviewing the case: 

`I suggest that it is unusual, illogical and unjust that 
Mr. Paey could conceivably go to prison for a longer 
stretch for peacefully but unlawfully purchasing 100 
oxycodone pills from a pharmacist than had he robbed 
the pharmacist at knife point, stolen 50 oxycodone pills, 
which he intended to sell to children waiting outside, 
and then stabbed the pharmacist.'' 

And this: ``Mr. Paey's argument about his sentences does 
not fall on deaf ears, but it falls on the wrong ears.'' 

Gov. Crist and the Cabinet listened and took action. Now 
Florida lawmakers should rewrite the mandatory-minimum 
law. Being tough on crime is nothing if it means 
forgetting about fairness and justice.
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Real Life Cases (TRAGEDIES)

• Mike Nifong

• Wilton Dedge (Port St. John, Brevard County, FL)

• Larry Peterson (Burlington County, New Jersey)

• Michael Evans and Paul Terry (Cook County, Chicago)

• Todd Neely (Martin County, FL)

• James Lee Woodard (Dallas, Texas)

• James Curtis Williams and Raymond Jackson (Dallas, Texas)

• Thomas Raynard James (Miami-Dade County)

• James Joseph Richardson (Arcadia, FL)
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Mike Nifong
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Michael Byron "Mike" Nifong (born 
September 14, 1950) is a former North Carolina 
attorney. He was the District Attorney for 
Durham County, North Carolina (the state's 
14th Prosecutorial District) but was removed 
and disbarred due to court findings 
concerning his conduct in the 2006 Duke 
University lacrosse case. Observers consider 
several criminal justice bills passed by the 
North Carolina legislature later that same year 
to have been influenced by Nifong's actions in 
the Duke lacrosse case.



State Bar 
Files Ethics 
Complaint 
Against 
Mike Nifong

Raleigh —The North Carolina State Bar has filed an 
ethics complaint against Duke lacrosse prosecutor 
Mike Nifong.

The 17-page complaint accuses him of breaking four rules 
of professional conduct when speaking to reporters about 
the high-profile case. The complaint lists more than 100 
examples of public statements Nifong made to the 
media, including WRAL, since March.

Nifong has come under mounting scrutiny for the way 
he has handled the investigation, in which a 28-year-
old exotic dancer initially claimed she was raped at an 
off-campus lacrosse party in March.

Three lacrosse players—David Evans, Collin Finnerty 
and Reade Seligmann—were later indicted on charges 
of first-degree rape, first-degree sexual offense and 
first-degree kidnapping.

In a statement, the bar said it opened a case against 
Nifong on March 30, a little more than two weeks after 
the party, and it found on Oct. 19 after an investigation 
that there was reasonable cause to refer the case to 
the bar's Disciplinary Commission for trial. 
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State Bar 
Files Ethics 
Complaint 
Against 
Mike Nifong

Raleigh, North Carolina

Among the rules, the bar complaint says 
Nifong violated is a prohibition on making 
"comments that have a substantial 
likelihood of heightening public 
condemnation of the accused."

Another of the rules Nifong was charged 
with breaking forbids "dishonesty, fraud, 
deceit or misrepresentation." The bar said 
that when DNA testing failed to find any 
evidence that any lacrosse player raped the 
accuser, Nifong told a reporter the players 
might have used a condom.

According to the bar, Nifong knew that 
assertion was misleading, because he had 
received a report from an emergency room 
nurse in which the accuser said her 
attackers did not use a condom.

Above All, Justice! 25
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Brooklyn DA Faults Prosecutor for Wrongful Conviction

By Crime and Justice News
August 9, 2017

When the Brooklyn district attorney’s office asked a judge to dismiss the guilty verdict of 
a man who had been wrongfully convicted of murder, prosecutors did something they 
rarely do: hold someone responsible for bungling the case, reports the New York Times. 
Mark Hale, chief of the Conviction Review Unit (CRU), announced in court that the 
wronged defendant, Jabbar Washington, had spent 20 years in prison because of 
grievous errors at his trial. Hale said the prosecutor who had overseen the trial 
intentionally withheld evidence and coaxed a witness into giving testimony that was 
purposefully misleading.

Assigning blame in public doesn’t happen often. In the last three years, the CRU in 
Brooklyn has asked judges 23 times to free defendants who should not be in prison, 
making it the busiest and most effective unit of its kind in New York State. Only in a 
handful of the cases have lawyers in the unit held anyone accountable. With a decisive 
Democratic primary election for Brooklyn district attorney set for September, the 
question of who, if anyone, in the criminal justice system has paid a price for the 
numerous wrongful convictions in the borough has become a political issue. Ama
Dwimoh, one of six challengers seeking to defeat Eric Gonzalez, the acting district 
attorney, has called for a sweeping review of how Gonzalez has handled bungled cases. 
Dwimoh, who once worked in the district attorney’s office, accused her former employer 
of never holding anyone accountable for the many botched convictions it has helped 
overturn.



WILTON DEDGE
In 1982, Dedge was convicted in Brevard County, Florida, of 

sexual battery, aggravated battery, and burglary. He was 
sentenced to two concurrent life sentences.

In 1996, Dedge was one of the first Florida inmates to seek 
postconviction DNA testing, several years before the state 
passed its 2001 law providing for such testing. He won that 
motion in 2000, and, in June 2001, mitochondrial DNA 
testing proved that the pubic hair did not come from 
Dedge. The Innocence Project and local counsel, Milton 
Hirsch, asked the court to overturn Dedge’s conviction on 
grounds of innocence. The State, however, argued that 
because Dedge had won access to DNA testing too early -
before there was a law governing postconviction DNA 
testing - he could not benefit from the new law, or get into 
court with new evidence of innocence.

For three years, the State opposed Dedge’s motions on 
procedural grounds, at one time admitting in court that 
they would oppose Dedge’s release even if they knew that 
he was absolutely innocent. These paradoxical arguments 
were roundly rejected by Brevard Circuit Judge Silvernail
and again by the 5th District Court of Appeal in April 2004.
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WILTON DEDGE

28



LARRY 
PETERSON

On the morning of August 24, 1987, the 
victim’s body was found on a dirt road in 
Burlington County, New Jersey, by a 
woman walking her dog. She had been 
manually strangled and sexually 
assaulted. Sticks were in her mouth and 
vagina and on the ground near her. She 
was partially nude and some of her 
clothing had been torn.

29



LARRY PETERSON
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LARRY PETERSON
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Despite evidence demonstrating that none of 
the hairs attributed to Peterson belonged to 
him and the presence of an unknown male’s 
sperm on the victim’s oral, vaginal, and anal 
swabs, the prosecution indicated that they 
would re-try Peterson. Peterson was released 
in August 2005 after borrowing thousands of 
dollars to post bail.

Above All, Justice!



MICHAEL EVANS and PAUL TERRY

32

Michael Evans and Paul Terry were 17 in 1976 
when 9-year-old Lisa Cabassa was raped and 
murdered near her home on the south side of 
Chicago. They were convicted of the crime by 
a jury and languished behind bars for 27 years 
before DNA exonerated them in what the U.S. 
Court of Appeals labeled "a tragedy of epic 
proportions.“



MICHAEL EVANS and 
PAUL TERRY
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Todd Neely (Martin County, FL)
Neely said that at the time of the attack, he was 
having dinner at a restaurant with his mother, 
his sister and a family friend. A computer 
stamp on their restaurant bill showed they 
entered at 8:26 p.m. and paid the bill at 9:31 
p.m.

After rejecting an offer to plead guilty and serve 
no prison time, Neely went on trial in Martin 
County Circuit Court in January 1987. The 
prosecution contended that during dessert, 
Neely had left the restaurant in a separate car, 
driven 11.3 miles to Port Salerno, committed 
the crime, and then rejoined his family.

Zavatkay identified Neely in court and testified 
that she had been mistaken about the braces. 
She said what she saw was the light at her front 
door glinting off her attacker’s knife.
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At about 9 p.m. on June 17, 
1986, 24-year-old Linda 
Zavatkay answered the door 
of her apartment in Port 
Salerno, Florida and a young 
man armed with a butcher 
knife forced his way in, 
demanding sex. During a 
struggle, she suffered a 
superficial stab wound to the 
abdomen before her attacker 
dropped the knife and fled.



TODD NEELY
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James Lee Woodard (Dallas, TX)
• James Lee Woodard walked out of a Texas prison last week after 27 

years behind bars. The state now agrees that Woodard was wrongfully 
convicted in 1981 of killing a girl he had been dating.

• And the fact was, Woodard had pretty good reason not to worry — he 
had a solid, if somewhat embarrassing, alibi. Woodard was two-
timing Jones. The night she was murdered, Woodard was 30 miles 
away in Arlington, spending the night with his other girl.

• Not only that, but they were at the girl's aunt's house, and the aunt 
was there all night, too. These two women told police that Woodard 
couldn't have murdered Jones because he was with them. 

• Craig Watkins, Texas' first African-American district attorney, says he 
saw plenty of prosecutorial abuse when he was on the other side as a 
defense attorney. Now that he's running the DA's office, he has 
completely changed the culture.

• Woodard is the 17th man from Dallas to be exonerated by DNA 
evidence. Nearly all are black. And the district attorney's office is 
predicting that Woodard won't be the last.
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James Curtis Williams and 
Raymond Jackson(Dallas, TX)

• James Curtis and Raymond Jackson were 
accused of sexually assaulting and 
shooting a woman in 1983. They were 
found guilty, by an all-white jury, after 
being identified by an eyewitness. 
Almost 30 years later, DNA testing now 
points to two other men as the true 
culprits. Judge Susan Hawk apologized 
and exonerated the two men. Above All, 
Justice!

• May 1, 2012 — James Curtis 
Williams and Raymond Jackson freed by 
new DNA evidence after 30 years in jail.

• Apr 27, 2012 — James Curtis 
Williams and Raymond Jackson will be the 
31st and 32nd men in Dallas County since 
2001 to be cleared of crimes they did not 
commit.
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Miami SAO Justice 
Project 
Thomas Raynard James 
(Miami, FL)

On January 17, 1990, Mr. Francis 
McKinnon was murdered during a home 
invasion robbery. Thomas Raynard James 
was convicted by a jury of first-degree 
murder, armed robbery and related 
charges on January 11, 1991. He was 
sentenced to life in prison. Over the next 
thirty years, Thomas Raynard James filed 
a series of unsuccessful post-conviction 
motions alleging his actual innocence. His 
claims were also investigated by a private 
defense investigator and reviewed off and 
on for over twenty years but ultimately 
rejected for a full investigation by the 
Innocence Project of Florida. 38



Miami SAO Justice 
Project 
Thomas Raynard James 
(Miami, FL)

A full and intensive review was conducted by SAO
Justice Project attorneys and support staff, with the
assistance of dedicated SAO investigators. The
investigation included the review of tens of thousands
of pages of police, trial, appellate, collateral review
and other records, interviews of former trial witnesses
and the location and interviews of other individuals,
both known and unknown at the time of trial. After a
thorough review, the SAO Justice Project determined
that a coincidence in Thomas Raynard James having
the same name as another Thomas James who
witnesses at the scene named as responsible, resulted
in his photograph being included in a lineup, and
inadvertently led to a mistaken identification of
Thomas Raynard James. Many years later, during our
Justice Project investigation, that eyewitness
recanted her positive identification which caused
Thomas Raynard James to spend thirty years in prison
for a crime he did not commit. Above All, Justice!
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Miami SAO Justice Project 
Thomas Raynard James (Miami, FL)
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James Joseph 
Richardson

(Arcadia, FL)

When his seven children 
were poisoned and killed in 
October 1967, James Joseph 
Richardson, a black 
farmworker from Arcadia, 
Florida, was arrested. He 
was tried for the death of 
one child and convicted by 
an all-white jury. He was 
sentenced to death row 
after a five-day trial.
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James 
Joseph 

Richardson
Arcadia, FL

Funeral of the 7 children of  James 
and Annie Mae  Richardson who were 
poisoned on October 25, 1967.

Betty, 8, Alice, 7, Susie, 6, Doreen, 5, 
Vanessa, 4, Diane, 3, and James, 2
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Our Executive Assignment in 1989

• The Place

• The People

• The Paranoia

• The Pupil

• The Patient

• The Process

• The Paternity

• The Pregnancy

• The Prejudice (?)



JAMES JOSEPH RICHARDSON
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THE CASE AND THE MAIN 
PLAYERS

• Gerald Purvis

• James Joseph Richardson

• Annie Mae Richardson

• Betsy Reese



The State’s Case

• THE MOTIVE 

• THE MONEY

• THE MEANS

• THE MEN

• THE JAILHOUSE SNITCHES



STATE ATTORNEY
FRANK 

SCHAUB
• State Attorney, 12th Judicial Circuit

• Prosecuted the case against James 
Joseph Richardson

• Disputes allegations that 
prosecutors withheld evidence

• Disputes allegations that 
prosecutors allowed perjured 
testimony

• He went to his grave professing 
James Richardson’s guilt for these 
murders

• BUT, LET’S TAKE A LOOK AT THE 
QUALITY OF THE STATE’S CASE 
FROM THE FILES OF THE STATE 
ATTORNEY WHO TRIED IT!
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Although 
StateAttorney
Schaub went to 
his grave 
believing 
Richardson was 
guilty . . .

After Richardson was arrested and Indicted, 
State Attorney Schaub sent a letter to the 
Florida Bureau of Law Enforcement dated 
January 15, 1968, advising:

• The “case has been investigated by DeSoto 
Sheriff’s Office.”

• “We are in dire need of an investigation . . . by 
experienced and competent criminal 
investigators.”

• “There is not sufficient action to justify court 
action.”

• “If additional information is not developed, the 
case will be nolle prosequi.”

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!!



January 15, 1968
“We must be cautious in our final decision because the newspapers 
have led the public to believe that Richardson is guilty and sufficient 
evidence has been obtained to convict him.”

January 30, 1968
“It would appear if no progress is made and sufficient evidence is not 
found to make a prima facie case, consideration will have to be given to 
dismissal of these charges.”

February 28, 1968
In a letter  from Schaub to Leroy Hill he hints that proof will not be 
evident and presumption not great if a bond hearing is held. 

STATE ATTORNEY FRANK SCHAUB, in 
letters and memos penned the following 

words . . .



Assistant State Attorney,
John “Red” Treadwell, III

• Assisted in the prosecution at trial.

• Assisted in taking a number of statements in the initial investigation.

• Sent letter to Leroy Hill dated January 31, 1968 – “We can get 
together. . . and go over that evidence we have in an effort to 
determine whether we have enough evidence to present a prima facie 
case or whether we should dismiss these charges.”

• Sent letter to State Attorney Schaub dated February 6, 1968 advising 
he would be meeting with other investigators “before the end of the 
month and determine if we have sufficient evidence to go to trial.”



Memo dated March 25, 1968
from FBLE Agent to FBLE Director 
Troelstrup upon reviewing the 
prosecution’s file: 

“. . . it was apparent, although the 
Grand Jury had returned a true bill for 
murder against the named suspect, 
that there was, in fact, no substantial 
evidence which would support such a 
conviction in court.”

Trial date is set for June 10, 1968.



BETSY REESE

• Where is my husband?

• I don’t have any money to give you for insurance.

• I had my daughter take to the kids to the doctor in Sarasota.

• No, I did not feed the children lunch.  Yes, I did feed the 
children lunch.

• “Don’t worry those are my kids they are okay.”

• “Oh, look Charlie, you found the poison.”

• Where are my other husbands?



Sheriff Frank Cline

• Maintained that Richardson was guilty

• The searches (every place in and around)

• The non-searches (every place except . .)

• Never considered Betsy Reese a suspect.

• The deaths of Richardson’s other children in Duval County

• The insurance receipt (or when is a receipt not . . .)

• The keys to the refrigerator



ASA Treadwell continued . . .

• Ernest Earnell Washington interviewed by investigator on 
Monday, March 4, 1968. He says he knows nothing about the 
Richardson case.

• The Sheriff meets with EEW after the interview then talks to 
Treadwell about probation for EEW on an Agg. Ass. case.

• EEW tells his cell mate, “I done figured out how I’m gonna get 
out of jail.”

• EEW interviewed by investigator again on Tuesday, March 5, 
1968. He says now he has information about the Richardson 
case.

• Treadwell conducts the interview of EEW at the County Jail on 
March 6, 1968.  “James told me he killed his kids.”

• EEW released from jail on March 7th. Gets 3 years probation. 
Sheriff speaks on his behalf at sentencing.



ASA Treadwell continued . . .

• Treadwell conducted the interview of James Weaver at the 
County Jail on March 8, 1968

• Preliminary Hearing for Richardson held on March 25, 1968

• State presented testimony from jailhouse inmates, Ernest 
Ernell Washington and James Weaver

• Richardson’s bail revoked and he is taken back into custody
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Richardson Clemency Hearing
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Conviction Tossed Out!
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Richardson- No New Charges
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Oath of Office
• I do solemnly swear that I will support, protect, and defend the Constitution and Government of the United States and of the 

State of Florida; that I am duly qualified to hold office under the Constitution of the State; and that I will well and faithfully 
perform the duties of Assistant State Attorney, on which I am now about to enter.

• So help me God.

• ____________________

• Signature 

• Assistant State Attorney 

• Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida 

•
• ___________________________ 

• Printed Name & Florida Bar Number 

•
• Sworn to and subscribed before me this ________ day of _________________, A.D., 2023. 

•
• ______________

• Circuit/County Court Judge 

• Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida



Our Charge

• THERE IS NOTHING MORE CRITICAL TO THE PUBLIC 
TRUST AND THE INTEGRITY OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
SYSTEM THAN A PROSECUTOR’S ABILITY TO 
OBJECTIVELY AND OPENLY WEIGH INFORMATION 
THAT SPEAKS TO A PERSON’S GUILT OR INNOCENCE.  
PROSECUTORS HAVE NO MORE IMPORTANT 
RESPONSIBILITY THAN TO FOLLOW THE FACTS AND 
LAW WHEREVER THEY LEAD, REGARDLESS OF 
POPULAR PASSIONS OR POLITICAL CONSEQUENCE.
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